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And as another eclipse looms for US ...

(195:5.1) The twentieth century has brought new problems for Christianity and all other
religions to solve. The higher a civilization climbs, the more necessitous becomes the duty
to "seek first the realities of heaven" in all of man's efforts to stabilize society and
facilitate the solution of its material problems.

Perhaps we should consider that the twenty-first century has brought new and bigger
problems for both religions and religionists to solve.

(97:7.13) The farseeing and courageous Isaiah effectively eclipsed the nationalistic
Yahweh by his sublime portraiture of the majesty and universal omnipotence of the
supreme Yahweh, God of love, ruler of the universe, and affectionate Father of all
mankind. Ever since those eventful days the highest God concept in the Occident has
embraced universal justice, divine mercy, and eternal righteousness. In superb language
and with matchless grace this great teacher portrayed the all-powerful Creator as the all-
loving Father.

(97:7.14) This prophet of the captivity preached to his people and to those of many nations
as they listened by the river in Babylon. And this second Isaiah did much to counteract the
many wrong and racially egoistic concepts of the mission of the promised Messiah. But in
this effort he was not wholly successful. Had the priests not dedicated themselves to the
work of building up a misconceived nationalism, the teachings of the two Isaiahs would
have prepared the way for the recognition and reception of the promised Messiah.

Big OOPS! Perhaps we should consider the difference between honoring the prophets and
Zionism. Maybe these two things do not go together so well. Except that I don’t mean
“maybe” and I’m not “just saying.” Time to arise and shine and be courageous like Isaiah.

Consider the implications, whether one identifies as Urantian, Christian, or Jewish, of
using the Old Testament to justify Zionism, while at the same time turning a blind eye to
the more advanced and spiritual concepts of God portrayed by the prophets.

(97:7.5) No prophet or religious teacher from Machiventa to the time of Jesus attained the
high concept of God that Isaiah the second proclaimed during these days of the captivity. It
was no small, anthropomorphic, man-made God that this spiritual leader proclaimed.
"Behold he takes up the isles as a very little thing." "And as the heavens are higher than
the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts higher than your
thoughts."

(97:7.6) At last Machiventa Melchizedek beheld human teachers proclaiming a real God to
mortal man. Like Isaiah the first, this leader preached a God of universal creation and
upholding. "I have made the earth and put man upon it. I have created it not in vain;



upholding. "I have made the earth and put man upon it. I have created it not in vain;
I formed it to be inhabited." "I am the first and the last; there is no God beside me." …

(97:7.10) This daring teacher proclaimed that man was very closely related to God, saying:
"Every one who is called by my name I have created for my glory, and they shall show
forth my praise. I, even I, am he who blots out their transgressions for my own sake, and I
will not remember their sins."

Giving credit to God for creating male and female is a choice, a faith choice. Today, that
choice could not be more obvious and important. Of course, there is also a conversation
to consider about the difference between having a belief and standing up for it.

(147:5.9) But Jesus earnestly warned his apostles against the foolishness of the child of
God who presumes upon the Father's love. He declared that the heavenly Father is not a
lax, loose, or foolishly indulgent parent who is ever ready to condone sin and forgive
recklessness. He cautioned his hearers not mistakenly to apply his illustrations of father
and son so as to make it appear that God is like some overindulgent and unwise parents
who conspire with the foolish of earth to encompass the moral undoing of their thoughtless
children, and who are thereby certainly and directly contributing to the delinquency and
early demoralization of their own offspring. Said Jesus: "My Father does not indulgently
condone those acts and practices of his children which are self-destructive and suicidal to
all moral growth and spiritual progress. Such sinful practices are an abomination in the
sight of God."

(153:3.3) … Well did Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites, saying: 'This people honors me
with their lips, but their heart is far from me. In vain do they worship me, teaching as their
doctrines the precepts of men.'

(97:7.11) Hear this great Hebrew demolish the concept of a national God while in glory he
proclaims the divinity of the Universal Father, of whom he says, "The heavens are my
throne, and the earth is my footstool." And Isaiah's God was none the less holy, majestic,
just, and unsearchable. The concept of the angry, vengeful, and jealous Yahweh of the
desert Bedouins has almost vanished. A new concept of the supreme and universal
Yahweh has appeared in the mind of mortal man, never to be lost to human view. The
realization of divine justice has begun the destruction of primitive magic and biologic fear.
At last, man is introduced to a universe of law and order and to a universal God of
dependable and final attributes.

(137:6.2) When Jesus stood up, the ruler of the synagogue handed him the Scripture roll,
and he read from the Prophet Isaiah: "Thus says the Lord: 'The heaven is my throne, and
the earth is my footstool. Where is the house that you built for me? And where is the place
of my dwelling? All these things have my hands made,' says the Lord. 'But to this man will
I look, even to him who is poor and of a contrite spirit, and who trembles at my word.' Hear
the word of the Lord, you who tremble and fear: 'Your brethren hated you and cast you out
for my name's sake.' But let the Lord be glorified. He shall appear to you in joy, and all
others shall be ashamed. A voice from the city, a voice from the temple, a voice from the
Lord says: 'Before she travailed, she brought forth; before her pain came, she was
delivered of a man child.' Who has heard such a thing? Shall the earth be made to bring
forth in one day? Or can a nation be born at once? But thus says the Lord: 'Behold I will
extend peace like a river, and the glory of even the gentiles shall be like a flowing stream.
As one whom his mother comforts, so will I comfort you. And you shall be comforted even
in Jerusalem. And when you see these things, your heart shall rejoice.'"

Note that the passages above referencing a nation being born “at once” come right before
this Urantia Book referenced prophecy from Isaiah:



(52:7.12) This is the same renovated earth, the advanced planetary stage, that the olden
seer envisioned when he wrote: "'For, as the new heavens and the new earth, which I will
make, shall remain before me, so shall you and your children survive; and it shall come to
pass that from one new moon to another and from one Sabbath to another all flesh shall
come to worship before me,' says the Lord."

(174:5.3) "My Father sent me to this world to reveal his loving-kindness to the children of
men, but those to whom I first came have refused to receive me. True, indeed, many of
you have believed my gospel for yourselves, but the children of Abraham and their leaders
are about to reject me, and in so doing they will reject Him who sent me. I have freely
proclaimed the gospel of salvation to this people; I have told them of sonship with joy,
liberty, and life more abundant in the spirit. My Father has done many wonderful works
among these fear-ridden sons of men. But truly did the Prophet Isaiah refer to this people
when he wrote: 'Lord, who has believed our teachings? And to whom has the Lord been
revealed?' …

Wishing all the best of views, perspectives, and reflections to those who are hoping to
experience the full lunar eclipse coming up in a few days.

Thanks for reading to the end. If you have a couple more minutes: Thick As A Brick by the
Thomas Bradley Project.
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